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MESSAGE FROM TAWADROS II, POPE OF ALEXANDRIA AND PATRIARCH OF THE SEE OF ST. MARK

adi Alessandria e Patriarca della Sede di san Marco
Reverend father Enzo Bianchi, hegumen of the Monastery of Bose,
the peace and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you and with all attending the Twenty Third International Ecumenical Conference on Orthodox Spirituality.

The shortest prayer which the church raises every day is Kyrie eleison, which means Lord have mercy. It is the cry of atrue penitent and the need of a Christian in his
every day progress. It is also the craving of the believer to his heavenly portion in eternity.

As Christ is the giver of mercy and forgiveness on the cross, man - every time he approaches Him in faith - wins a portion of mercy, which overflows to his human
brethren.

God is al merciful. He is also the giver of mercy and forgiveness to man. At the same time he demands of man to be merciful towards his brother in humanity “be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36).

Every day we pray in our church several times the Psalm of repentance, asking for mercy, the Psalm 50, which was the cry of agreat penitent saint, the prophet David.
Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me asinner !
In conclusion, | would like to express to all the participants my most sincere wishes for a successful conference, rich in spiritua fruits.

Tawadrosl,
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of Saint Mark
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